
Washington’s 3,300 miles of coastal shorelines span 15 counties and provide many  
services and benefits for our environment, communities and economy. Intact  
coastal shorelines can protect adjacent land from flooding, support water quality,  
and provide critical habitat for species like salmon.

However, climate change is increasing coastal hazards and impacts such as sea level rise,  
flooding, landslides, and erosion, which damage natural systems and threaten coastal 
transportation infrastructure. Coastal roadways are lifelines and crucial connectors for 
communities, businesses, and tourism in Washington.

Project Purpose
The Coastal Transportation Vulnerability and Planning Study will evaluate state roads,  
highways and associated critical transportation infrastructure for vulnerability to sea level rise, 
flooding, erosion, and landslides across Washington’s 15 coastal counties.

Based on the findings from the study, inputs from restoration priority lists, Tribal priorities, 
community input and public data sets, we will identify up to six locations where WSDOT could 
implement projects that address risks to roadways, improve community resilience, and protect and 
restore coastal habitat conditions. The objective by the end of this project is to develop nature-
based resilience project ideas that can be carried forward for future funding and planning. 

Learn more & Stay Connected
Do you have questions, comments, or want to get more involved in our planning 
process? Please reach out to our project team:

Jason Koreski, Senior Technical Program Specialist, jason.koreski@wsdot.wa.gov

Visit our webpage: wacoastalnetwork.com/transportation-vulnerability-study/
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Engage with coastal 
communities and Tribes 

to gather feedback on 
potential nature-based 

resilience projects  
Collaboratively develop a process and framework to 
evaluate potential nature-based resilience projects

Identify 3 to 6 nature-based resilience 
projects for future funding and design 

phases

Complete the coastal transportation 
vulnerability study

Engineering evaluations and 
hazard exposure maps 

Conduct vulnerability study of 
state transportation infrastructure 

across Washington’s 15 coastal 
counties 

Data collection 
and assessment 

Raise awareness of 
the Coastal 
Transportation 
Vulnerability Study 

Begin Tribal engagement 
(ongoing throughout project)

Develop a prioritization framework, 
criteria, and criteria weights

Host facilitated discussions to review 
nature-based resilience project concept 
prioritization results

Create nature-based 
resilience project 
concept factsheets

Host geographically specific 
community engagement for 
feedback on the nature-based 
resilience concepts

Key Project Elements

Engagement Opportunitites

Timeline:

Collaborative Partnership & Funding  
Safeguarding Washington’s coastal landscapes requires collaborative approaches and 

partnerships. This project is an innovative partnership between the Washington departments of 
Ecology, Transportation and Fish and Wildlife, and Washington Sea Grant. This project is funded by 
a grant from the National Coastal Resilience Fund, a partnership between the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.   

Below is our tentative schedule and timeline for the Coastal 
Transportation Vulnerability and Planning Study.

https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines
https://wsdot.wa.gov/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/
https://wsg.washington.edu/
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/NFWF-NCRF-20231002-GS-Oct.pdf
https://coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/
https://coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/
https://www.nfwf.org/

